	
	
	


Initials  


Plants and Animals (Middle School)- Version 2
Science is easier to understand if you can make connections between what you know now and the new ideas that you are studying. This is a test that will help us to understand what you know now.  Please answer these questions as carefully and completely as you can.  If you are not sure of the answer, please write about any thoughts that you have.  If you can help us to understand how you think about these questions, then we can do a better job of explaining science in ways that make sense to you. 

	Please put your initials (not your full name) in the boxes
	
	
	

	
	First
	Middle
	Last


Date ________________

Class ____________________________ Teacher ___________________________

1. Someone made three groups A, B, and C, like the following:

A. Sugar, meat, bread

B. Water, limestone, sand

C. Coal, gasoline, wood

(a) What makes each group go together? 

	


(b) Why would water go with limestone and sand rather than sugar and meat?

	


(c) Do you think groups A and C have anything in common?  Explain your reasoning.

	


2. A small acorn grows into a large oak tree. 

(a) Which of the following is FOOD for the plant (circle ALL correct answers)? 

Soil
Air



Sunlight

Fertilizer



Water
Minerals in soil

Sugar that plants make




(b) Where do you think the plant’s increase in weight comes from?

	


3. When a person loses weight, what happens to some of the fat in the person’s body?

    (a) The fat leaves the person’s body as water and gas.

    (b) The fat is converted into energy

    (c) The fat is used up providing energy for the person’s body functions

    (d) The fat leaves the person’s body as feces 

Explain your answer to the previous question. Why do you think this happens to the fat?

	


4. During winter, many animals have difficulty finding food and may hibernate. These animals tend to lose weight by spring. Explain why these animals lose weight.

	


5. Humans get oxygen from the air they breathe.

A. Where in the body does the oxygen get used? 

	


      B. How does the oxygen get used?

	


6. When humans breathe, they exhale carbon dioxide. How is the carbon dioxide produced in the body?

	


7. Humans must eat and breathe in order to live and grow. Are eating and breathing related to each other? (circle one)

YES          NO

Explain why you circled your answer for the previous question.

	


